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TOWN OF McBEE  

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

(VIA CONFERENCE CALL DUE TO COVID-19) 

May 4, 2021 

 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton, A.C. McLeod Jr., 

Charlie Sutton, Attorney Martin Driggers 

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Council Member Beulah Bolton 

 

Motion: Approval of Minutes of the regular town council meeting via conference call on April 6, 

2021 by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Charlie Sutton, All in Favor. 

 

Ryan Gainey, speaking on the McBee Recreation Program(3 minutes) 

I have been in McBee all of my life and have 4 boys now at the recreation age.  I know that many 

know that the recreation department is so very far behind compared to other programs.  We are behind 

6 weeks or more.  We don’t have a fall ball program.  We are losing so many families to other towns.  

The fields are not in shape.  The coaches are having to take care of the fields and they shouldn’t have 

to.  We really have to do something about the Rec department and needs to have someone that really 

cares about these kids. We really need to step up and give these kids the same opportunities.  There are 

sandspurs on the fields and its in terrible shape.  We have to have yall behind us and if yall are, then 

you need to get behind whoever is in charge and get onto them.  There are too many kids with a lot of 

potential that are getting run off.  I would volunteer my time to help and I know many parents that 

would volunteer their time.  These kids are the future and even 20-30 year olds are the future of 

McBee.  We just have to do better. We need to start looking forward to that. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I appreciate you coming forward.  I do think you are correct in what you 

are saying and if it wasn’t for the council’s consideration we would have took the time to put a 

complex up that we can all be proud of and brag about. The kids are very important us and that’s why 

we did what we did in having a facility for them.  I appreciate your comments and willingness to help.  

We are a small community, and do not have the personnel, the revenue or the experience like some of 

the larger towns have so we definitely need your help.  As a council, we will make sure that any 

programs or anything that anyone has to help these kids, we will be behind you.  Thank you for your 

time and for coming. 

 

Ryan Gainey:  Thank you. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  Let’s talk about our audit.  We will have placed a the audit report in your 

boxes today.  We are going to have to have a meeting later on especially when we do our budget 

workshop.  When we do that, we might go into more detail about our audit.  Terri is going to mention 

our letter we got from the auditors. 

 

(Terri King reads letter from Sheheen, Hancock and Goodwin’s audit for Town of McBee) 

 

Mayor John Campolong: We can wait til you have had time to sit down and read it.  We can sit back 

and wait til you do that.  This kind of gives us an indication of what the auditors think.  We still owe 

the USDA on our loan around $1.35 million.  We are paying nearly $100,000 a year and amazingly 

only $35,000 goes to principal and $65,000 goes to interest.  Of course, we are now showing 

equivalent balance of $208,000.  On our general account, we are $22K below our budget.  I think we 

are doing good with this budget and in control of things.  I do want to mention and move on to the 

library.  Many of you may have noticed that we have a new roof on the library due to a hailstorm.  We 

are going to do some landscaping and touching up around the library.  I feel the color we have on the 

building gives it a more historic look.  It will really stand out to people coming through the town for 

sure.  I think the next thing is that we have a request for annexation into town for Dollar Tree, we have 

now received a form letter on that. I will have Tisha read that letter now.  

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Reads “Request for Annexation of 1.5 acres of Chesterfield County, SC tax Parcel 

121-000-000-025 into the town of McBee, SC” 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I would like to make a motion for them to be annexed into town.  They are 

kind of in a rush to get started and there is a procedure that we have to follow with two ordinance 

readings.  If we do this reading now it will serve as one of the ordinance readings if we accept it but we 

have to come back and do another acceptance and at that time we will have to have a direct tax map 

number.  They do have about an 1.5 acres next to T & T, over 200 front frontage and backage.  That is 

the area they would like to be building in.  They have done all of the test and engineering for that.  I 

would like to make the request for the annexation at this time.  

 

Motion to accept the request for annexation of WTC of McBee, LLC as purchaser/applicant for 1.5 

acres of land by John Campolong, Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, All in Favor.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I understand once they get the final okay, they will begin to build, and they 

can have the structure up in about 3-4 months.  Next, we have had some comments of the deterioration 

of the caboose.  There is a gentleman that put forth a request that is willing to offer any help we can 

get.  We need to get replacement of the broken windows and hopefully secure the place so that no one 

can get inside unless they have the proper key.  Next, we received bids from people on the mowing and 

maintaining of the complex.  These are all sealed bids.  To save any public liability, I would like to 

appoint Kemp and Charlie since they are familiar with the work there to open these bids and go 
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through them and come back to the council. I would like to have that as a motion since they are 

knowledgeable.  I would like to appoint those on a committee.  I don’t really think we need to have a 

motion and approval. Asked approval from Martin. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Yes, that is fine. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  If I am going to be on the committee, I would rather have a vote 

on it.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We will vote, but someone has to open the bids and present them.  If the 

council opens, there will be liability.  People are quick to sue the town for anything they do. I made 

sure to put in the bid request that we can accept or reject all bids.  Kemp you are the one that started 

this, I would feel that you have the most knowledge.  You have made some comments before and now 

you can make those comments in private together as you open them and make considerations to the 

council. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Question directed to Martin Driggers, Attorney..State law and town 

ordinance says that it will be a public opening of any bids, I think that anyone that wants to participate 

from council should be able to be up there for the public opening, I feel that its circumventing the law 

that Kemp and Charlie open them and discuss not in open session, that would leave us open for 

lawsuits than more so a public discussion but I am asking your opinion. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Yes, the council is still voted.  These two are serving as a committee and 

they will report to the council.  So they are doing the ground work for the council to be able to vote.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I think there was a misunderstanding of what I was asking.  I was 

asking for a vote of who is on the committee.  If the bids need to be opened in public, then I am fine 

with that. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Mayor, I second the vote for these two to do what you asked with 

being on the committee. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Looks like you and Charlie can get a time together to open the bids and 

investigate.  The other thing I wanted to mention is the Comprehensive Plan.  Its still delayed.  We are 

still having a problem.  We want to be as updated as we can with the new data on the census.  The 

comprehensive plan was based on the 2010 data but we want to have the 2020 information.  We want 

to try it done as soon as possible.  Hopefully we will be able to get together in the next few weeks to 

look at our budget, then we can also lay out what we have with our comprehensive plan and go 

forward. We can now go forward with the council reports starting with Bea. 
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Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I don’t have a lot, but first I wanted to comment on the young man 

that spoke on the recreation department earlier, Mr. Gainey.  He made some interesting comments.  If 

this young man is willing to lead our athletic department and not even ask for a salary not that we 

wouldn’t offer him something, and from what I understand he has a number of people in the 

community willing to work with him and build our department.  That’s one situation where we are 

paying someone a lot of money to run the department and we are getting a lot of complaints then we 

have someone who is willing to run it with others for free, not that we wouldn’t offer 

anything..definitely not $30K.  Then another one is we are saying we don’t have enough money to pay 

someone to help Tisha with all the work she has to do for the Town.  I know that Terri is still around, 

but I feel she could really use someone even if it is part time.  Here we are talking about someone who 

can run a department for less and we could use some of that money to have someone help Tisha.  Im 

sure she could use the help, but she is on the phone so she can speak for herself.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I think that when we have the budget retreat that we should go into 

executive session because we are discussing personnel issues. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Thank you for responding Glenn. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Maybe we need to about that shortly in executive session.  Its not an 

emergency but something we need to consider.  We will look into that. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I just feel that when we have a young man like this with such 

concern we need to consider what he says and not just push it off.  He is within the in-crowd and 

knows that they see when they go to other places.  So we really need to consider what he says. 

Also, with Tisha we really need to discuss that when we go into executive session. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Do we have a scope on the recreation department management?  Their job 

requirements? 

 

Terri King:  We do have a policy manual. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Can  you get a copy of that to Bea please? 

 

Terri King: Yes  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  We had a water meter problem this morning at MarMac where the 

water was shut down this morning.  They didn’t have any water until after 11:30 this morning.  This 

comes from old regulators that need to be replaced.  I think we need to put out there that William or 

Oliver replace these commercial accounts such as exxon and places that have bathrooms that an old 

wore out regulator can shut these places down if they don’t have a bathroom for 50 people. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  I think you are right.  I don’t think they should have ever been put on to 

begin with.  We never had to my knowledge, never had anything over 55psi so why a regulator was put 

on is beyond me.  The other is that it didn’t take til 11:00 to get that regulator fixed.  One of the 

handicaps, is that if we didn’t have an as-built plan.  Right now we have to do some guessing. The ¾ 

happen all the time and we are fixing those as they happen.  This was a 2” line and we had to wait on 

the equipment to immediately fix it.  The person didn’t report the service until a little later.  Again if 

unless we are given the as-built plans we will see who has the 2” we can go in and change those out 

before we get into trouble.  I think we should do that before we just say to go and change them outright 

period that we do that. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  My comment is that any commercial business that have a bathroom, 

is to at lease go an inspect them and change out those old regulators and get them fixed.  Lets be 

proactive and go ahead and get that done. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I agree that we need to be proactive and Charlie can pass that information 

on to Joey.  They are probably going to have to do some digging as they did with this one.  So they 

will have to do some locating.  We can start with some of the more important lines such as the school 

or when they are not in session we can do some of the businesses.  Again if we have the as-built 

diagram that would make it a lot easier. Otherwise we will have to do some investigating ourselves. 

 

Motion to repair regulators for commercial accounts made by Council Member A.C. McLeod, 

Second by Charlie Sutton, All in Favor. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I will bring up that I have heard the mayor bring up 4 times that yall 

didn’t have the as-built plans.  Me and Charlie Sutton are personal friends but I do have a letter from 

the engineer, the cancelled check from the town where Charlie signed for yall to get those.  Im tired of 

hearing the mayor say yall don’t have them.  I don’t know what you did with them but town received 

them. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I don’t want to get in argument so I can let Charlie answer that. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  We just updated where some valves and stuff are and I think Glenn 

made some notes too.  I think when the town phone company came in and put in some lines yall 

updated everything is that correct? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  That’s correct. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Who? The Town? 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Glenn, my question to you is whatever was found or wasn’t put in 

could we get that in the town so we can do some maintenance and get that updated. 
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Council Member Glenn Odom:  Yes, we would be happy to do any of that. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Thank you sir, we greatly appreciate that.  The other point is the 

recreation department.  I agree we need to do better.  From what Mr. Gainey said with us being behind 

this year and covid having schools getting back later but we did get started later because my grandkids 

got signed up 6 weeks earlier in Hartsville.  We did get started later.  I also understand Hartsville is 

bigger so they were able to get going earlier.  Jefferson I do believe is all volunteers if I am correct on 

that. But if we don’t have volunteers and people getting involved we will always lag behind on that.  

What I am saying is we can do better and we will do better, so I appreciate his comments.  I don’t think 

Jefferson pays anyone and has the most people sign up. If you have one or two paid people who don’t 

form committees than we will behind.  That’s how you got to get it going.  Three, I don’t know if yall 

are aware right there 2 blocks down from the school, there appears to be some drug activity at the 

apartments there on 9th street, there appears to be a pair of shoes hanging on the power line.  If you 

look that up, that points to a drug house.  Ms. Horton came to me on Sunday upset and all concerned 

about the people living in that apartment at the Church of God.  I think that’s pretty much known that’s 

whats going on there.  Ive called the sheriff and hes aware of that and I am trying to get the shoes taken 

down.  I also think we need some more patrolling.  Now getting back together with the budget, I got 

with the sheriff to get this together for me. He put this together and in a hurry because I asked him to 

do it over the weekend so the Sheriff put this together for us.  It would cost us $125K for two more 

people and the $88K was for the cars and I told him we couldn’t afford that but if we lease its around 

$25K a year.  Ive had a lot of people concerned with the town security.  I admit myself that I am 

concerned.  I hear word that we are losing deputies because we don’t pay enough money to these 

officers.  Hwy 9, Pageland, Jefferson, and Cheraw…those are the highest populations of the area.  We 

are down here in the corner by ourselves.  I don’t mean McBee needs to pay for those officers across 

the lake but we need to consider increasing the number of hours that we have patrol in McBee.  Its our 

duty to provide security for the people of the town and the citizens here.  Therefore they expect McBee 

to provide security or some form.  We need to consider this in the upcoming budget.  If we have our 

own department, then we have to hire our own boss.  My opinion is we cant afford that if he is out 

patrolling and he cant go out of his jurisdiction.  We need more protection and we need to pay our 

policemen correctly.  I am hiring an extra deputy down at my place on 151.  If we can get the 

businesses such as Nestle, McLeod Farms, MarMac to contribute to the sheriffs department we can 

make it work.  We can maybe even have a substation and that’s whats been on my mind lately and 

whats been going on at the Church of God lately.  Its been tough and we have to do it correctly.  I  

know the covid than if its not a felony that they can get out.  Now with this government money given 

out some are buying drugs so we have to take this on and call on us to review where we might can 

come up with some money.  I did talk with the mayor of Hartsville, Mel Pennington, and asked him if 

he felt like this would be a good deal.  I just wanted to give yall the information and Mayor we really 

need to have a face to face meeting on the budget.  We may even have to go up on the millage and 

maybe down the road get a substation.  Bea, you were going to talk to Conklin about the convenience 

center? 
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Council Member Glenn Odom:  I do want to address on the police situation before you start on that 

Bea.  With McBee we got a substation, every time I go by town hall the deputy’s car is parked at the 

back for hours at a time.  With the apartment situation, they have made 2 arrest, I have evicted the 

people who were there and in the front I have two young couples and in the back there is a man that 

has lived in McBee all his life with his son so there is no more drug activity that I am aware of in those 

apartments since they arrested the two people.  Mr Crawford Blackmon was beaten to death about 3-4 

weeks, the gentlemen that beat him has been walking the streets in mcbee for months and months.  We 

have had other people walking and when he was checked had a pistol in his pocket.  Im not mad what 

you said about the apartments, but I have tried to keep the drugs out of there. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I am not saying that im pointing fingers but when you are renting to 

people you don’t know what you are getting.  You can agree that there are more people that are coming 

in to town that we don’t know. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I do and that’s why I ran on 24 hours a day 7 day a week protection.  

That’s why I want someone to give me the bottom line on what it will costs us to have that?  That’s 

what I calculated $250-275K.  Like, Mrs. Porter told me this is the first time Ive ever felt unsafe in the 

town of McBee.  I want you to know I didn’t have any hard feelings about what was said about the 

apartments.  I concur with you that we have to do something and lets talk about this at the budget 

meeting.  I think the only rule that a government has is to protect its citizens so we have to work 

together and get protection in McBee. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I was just saying and wasn’t pointing fingers about the drug use.  I 

don’t know if it has been cleaned up yet.  We only have 2 narcotics investigators in Chesterfield 

County.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I know at least 10 houses that have drug use going on right now in 

the town of McBee. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  Then lets lock them up if they are. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Who’s going to lock them up when the officers are up at the town 

hall.  I don’t want to pay for 2 more officers to sit in the Town Hall.  

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  Then we need to address that. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod: The town is not going to run a police department. It would cost 

double that to have a chief and run it.  If we put more money in then we have some skin in the game.  

If we just pay county taxes then it probably isn’t going to work.  It takes them 30 mins to get here on 

any kind of call.   
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Council Member Glenn Odom:  Sometimes an hour, but we wont cure that here today.  We are all in 

agreement of this issue.  Its not going to get any better either.  I’m like you we need a sit down budget 

meeting. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Correct, Tisha did you get this paper out?  This drug problem is 

growing. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Yes she did.  I have it.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Good, it’s just for information.  I also want to say that I would like 

Martin Driggers, the attorney to be there when we open the bids Charlie.   

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  I only want to say that I agree with Kemp.  I am out working 

everyday and I am worried about my wife being home and people passing by that I have never seen 

before.  So it’s a problem. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I agree its worse than its ever been but I do have to leave as I have 

calls coming in from the field. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, All 

in Favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


